Dear Jim, Hoeh' s memo to Feeney* my letter 9/29/56 

How that I’m completed the memo you asked for and marked all the necessary 
exeero^ts in the aeoompnayiag do ©ament s with paper ©lip so you can find them fast 
in court tomorrow, I return to both the memo and my angry comments on it. 

I’ll include a carbon for Bud if you think it is a good idea to give it to him* 
My own belief is that he is presently under a heavy burden on this. I’d like it t o 
be at least in part the beginning of his oomiag into contaot with the realities of 
this subject and what has been happening for a year and a half. 

Hook reminds me of the old countryman' g contemptuous phrase, "college educate d 
ignoramus, " 

Bud raised the question of using him Sunday# My response was on straight re- 
search only and ihen under tight supervision. He has a good head. His research is 
painstaking. His judgement is never good on anything having to do with political 
necessities and it is invariably further corrupted by his scientific education and 
for years I've felt emotional factors. In addition he has no sons® at all of what 
is valuable outside his own concepts. As -Ll il said after reading his memo, th he 
thinks like a Prussian* 

Because he is pmpodcxzfr regarded as responsible, which he is not outside of 
documentary research, he now presents still another problem and a serious one. He 
has, I'm sure for disguised personal and emotional reasons, gohe out of his way to 
undermine what is the most solid of credible evidence, carrying this to statements 
he has to know are false. This happens to be the essential way for the committee 
to start (although I ©an see some King hearings first, if they are the right kind ) 
and to be what is within its capabilities whan it is without staff and it can’t 
have an informed staff at all soon. It a mounts to sabotage guised as scholarship 
and supposedly mature thought, A a matter of fact much of his priority stuff is 
of low priority where it is not trap. And he has them going in so many different 
directions if they were well-staffed and had no problems they’d never get anywhere. 

He visualizes a re-investigation of the Waerea Commission with a Schweiker diversion. 
That is a sure loser, as is pillorying any one, like ®©lin, for whom I have a 
healthy detestation, Bel in and not Specter? Specter and not Liebeler? And so on. 

Any of these in good conscience without tackling Ford? MeGloy? Bo you think thgr 
will - or dare? It is wrong to go after people. The committee’* job deals with 
evidence. Of Balin' s faults his bad behavior over G ivens is relatively minor. 

But even in that area Carolyn Arnold and those five or six women never spoken to 
are much more significant. I believe the Commission witness should be determined 
by the evidence, not personal feeling s/or emotions. 

If * had stopped to think of it I'd have expected this, I didn’t think, although 
after his scholarship with the Rookefelte r Commission I should have. Come to think k 
of it his entirely irrelevant and entirely unscientific and unseholarly melonry 
makes him a committee liability. That awful stuff would be thrown at the oommitte o 
without end. f 

When I think of all of this and the kind of mind he has I can t avoid being 
troubled very deeply. I can’t forget that he has had conn otions with Alvarez, the 
Alvarez of Codename Jason, one of the seeret projects, a war project as I recall. 

Paul denied that Alvarez could influence his degree, I recall no more and there 
really is no way of denying that. He could say that Alverez was not the one to make 
the decision and be correct but it would be meaningless, too. He used the wrong rifle 
if you've forgotten, the wrong ammo, and melons that were not attached to anything , 
as a head is attached to a neck, and hit them at the wrong place. For openers. He 
worked with a kid whose work is bad and whose police training was at a CIA college , 
Michigan, and in the part the CIA used, Olson, as 1 recall. His work on the 
zapruder film was ghastly. 

If the oommitee consults with people like him, the fairies and needles types, 
as well as with the nuts it really has no way of identiying as nuts, without the 
self-seekers it will never get off greased ice, I think my reasons for saying none 
should be on the staff of this committee ought be apparent in a different aspect 
than the one I addressed. There are very few people who have do done any real 
reoent work. For all the magnificence of her mind and her book Sylvia, aside fremm 
health problems, as been out of it for years. She is still latched to the 26. On 
that kind of thing she'd be great to consult by phone. But not on a today invest! - 
gation. 
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Alvarez is also of CBS fame, you should recall. Great guy who perhaps explains 
what Ho eh would like to have a ocepted as seienoe when it is not. 

From the Hoc hs on one extreme to -Hue Morrows and Grodens on the other, P *>- 
bably with a little O’Toiling, their situations* is deparate without the problems 
presented by the Committee membership. 

There are no easy solution and too many are required. The only hope is a good, 
definitive, responsible start that earns respect whether or not it is justified 
later, as I fear it cannot be. 

You called just as I was taking the other sheet out. I did not know you had 
seen his rot. 

I did feel it was necessary to make a xttayp response promptly so I did it. 

If it accomplishes nothing else it makes an entirely incomplete but I hope ade- 
quate record in the event one is needed. has something to respond to and he 
neither will not can. I made get some rehtorie hut I doubt that now. 

Best, 


bee: Bud told Jerry r olicoff today that I could be staff director if I wanted 
to be. This, however, was after I said I’d take no staff position. 



